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Starting in Shoa, where a compromise was reached between
the races, the other provinces were reconquered.
The extent to which they were ruled by the compromise-
race of Shoa varied with their distance from the central
province. Lake Ashangi was furthest away of all. Here
the Galla remained nomadic and intractable, unmixed in
blood with the Amhara and retentive of the language and
the peculiar habits of the first invasion. The Wojerat, for
instance, had mixed with the Danakil and lived half the
year raiding their neighbours, half the year engaged in the
cutting of, transport and sale, indeed sometimes the theft
of salt, a staple of Makalle. On their rare rest-cures they
lived in twelve villages and eschewed trousers*
Azebu and Raia were a little more settled, but in the
Ethiopian view barbaric still. They lived in a few biggish
villages of which Cobbo, south of Lake Ashangi, the same
Cobbo that was grimly mobilised by Ras Mulugeta, was
the southernmost. Gobbo was famous for its piracy—for
its shiftanet as the Ethiopians called it : among the nagadis
or caravaneers it was notoriously the nastiest place to pass
between Addis and Makalle. A tangle of tracks show that
the caravan route here was endlessly changed to avoid the
" tolls " of the Galla community. Trousers were to be
seen here, but were rather an ornament of the prosperous
than the uniform of the masses. Trousers were highly
prized, and were often removed from unwary travellers.
These Galla all owed allegiance to an Amhara overlord,
most of them to the nearest ruler of the Tigre, the lord of
Makalle. " Owed " was the operative word. Allegiance
was a debt that stood for ever on the Amhara books. The
Galla never paid a farthing until an explorer went among
them. An Ethiopian explorer : for that is the title which
must be given to Dejazmatch Aberra Tadla.
If you take away his compasses and his maps and his
superiority of firepower and his money from Stanley, or
his ship and his instruments and his furs from Captain
Scott, and paint them brown, you have the Dedjaz Aberra.
He was sent like them to an unknown part of the world.,
where the people were nasty and hostile and the climate
novel to a degree. Letters were seldom received from home.
Like Afewerk, who had shown the Ethiopians how to live
in the Ogaden, the Dedjaz Aberra learned to like the place.

